A, 17 MX]         DEBATE ON A SEDITIOUS PAPEK.                      #7

plaining1 of it as au indignity offered to tho house, do-
sired that it might be read. Which being done, he rose
up, and spoke in substance as follows:

Sir, tho crime of exasperating the people against their
governours, of raising* discontent, and exciting murmurs
in a time of general danger, and of attempting to re-
present Avise and salutary measures, which have received
the approbation of the whole legislature, as mean artifices,
contrived only to raise the fortunes of some favourites of
the minister, and aggrandize the officers of state, by the
miseries of the people, is a crime too enormous to require
or admit any aggravation from rhetorick, and too danger-
ous to hope for any excuse from candour and lenity.

To read or hear this paper is sufficient for a full convic-
tion of its pernicious tendency, and of the malice of its
author; a charge not fixed upon particular expressions
capable of a doubtful meaning, and which heat or inadver-
tency might casually have produced, but supported by tho
general design of tho whole paper, and tho continued
tonour of the argument, which is evidently intended to
show, that an act of government, which cannot but appear
neceswary and seasonable in the present state of our
afluirt*, an act ratified by tho concurrence of all the
powers of the legislature, is nothing but a scheme of ava-
rice to grow rich by oppression*

Nor is this scandalous libel written with more confi-
dence and insolence than it is dispersed. Not content,
sir, with vilifying the proceedings of the state, the author
has industriously published his calumny at our door: the
time has been when defamation skulked in secret, and
calumnies against the government were dispersed by
whispers or private communication; but this writer adds
insults to his injuries, and at once reproachevS and defies
u(s.

I beg leave to move, therefore, that the house do cen-
sure thin paper as " a malicious and scandalous libel, highly
and injuriously reflecting upon a just and wise act of his
majesty's government, and also upon the proceedings of